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History of Japanese popular music
-A study on the nearly one century time after the Meiji Era-

Hisao NAGAOKA

Osaka Aoyama Gakuen

Summary In this paper, the author discusses development processes of popular music (including foreign numbers)
in Japan over the period of nearly one century after the end of Meiji Era. He tried to include in his study materials as
many songs as possible, which represent respective periods of time.

During the Pacific War, the style of popular music in Japan was severely restricted under militarism. Therefore,
the political environment entirely changed from the prewar days. As a result, popular music in Japan has also
completely changed. People can fully enjoy all kinds of popular music now.

He makes clear that, in the history of popular music, there are relationships closely influenced by political
environment, economic fluctuation, internationalization, change in people’s interest, and progress in the media world

of the time.
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