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Studies of Japanese short poems,
mainly haiku, from the standpoint of educational sociology

Motoo KONDO
Department of Health and Nutrition, Faculty of Health Science, Osaka Aoyama University

Summary In this article, I considered the following propositions in haiku from the standpoint of educational
sociology:

(1) The haiku expression theory as a fixed form verse.

(2) The season word in haiku and haiku poems lacking seasonal references.

(3) The difference in the way of feeling a season between the poet and the reader of a haiku poem.
(4) The problem characteristic of adding explanations and explanatory note to a Haiku poem.

(5) Basho,haiku and haiku paintings.

(6) The world that appears to the observer, the world through light, and the Impressionists.

(7) Poetry and the Impressionists (impression poetry).

(8) Words and short poems.

(9) Words for communication (poetry and haiku as verbalization).

(10) Can one express time in a haiku ?

(11) Haiku dealing with social affairs and avant-garde haiku.

(12) The constitution (jiamari, jitarazu, hachou, kumatagari) of haiku.

(13) Haiku as the world’s shortest expression culture.

(14) Basho’s haiku poems about the moon.

(15) Basho’s haiku pooems about flowers.

(16) The meeting of people learning to compose haiku poems (haiku gatherings).

I discussed the above in reference to published works and documents.

Perhaps it is the first time that a course of study is revised to include "a matter about traditional language culture"
as an important part of national language education in the curriculum of Japanese from the first grade of elementary
schools through high schools.

In this globalized society,it is important to elevate the capabilities for providing and communicating internationally.
For such purposes, it is necessary to learn the basics of the traditional language culture of one’s own country.

Because language and culture develop as a result of cumulative efforts of the nation routinely using it, it is
important in school education to take up these subjects systematically and properly.

We should establish the direction and methodology through interdisciplinary study efforts by experts on not only

*E-mail: rsd63369@nifty.com
T562-8580 HEifirhifTfw2-11-1



32 EERAE

national language and literature education but also on communication and educational methodologies in order to help
effectively teach traditional language cultures in schools.

No matter the method of guidance, I hope that children, by taking advantage of the current revision of the course of
study, will become interested in haiku, tanka, and poetry.

Although the theme of the present article was initially meant to be related to short poems in general, there are only a few

descriptions about poetory. I had to focus my main discussion on haiku because of space limitations.

Keywords: current course of study, traditional language culture, Secondary art, annotation by the author, two
feelings for a seasons, impression poetry and the Impressionists, season-defined fixed form haiku,
haiku and “shrinkage” culture, moon and jouza, flowers and jouza.
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