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Lost motherhood and female’s identity in Twilight Sleep

Eiko TANAKA
Faculty of Health Science, Department of Health and Nutrition, Osaka Aoyama University

Summary Both of Wharton’s “The Old Maid”(1924) and The Mother’s Recompense (1925) have the same
theme of the relationship between motherhood and female’s sexuality. Twilight Sleep (1927), published two
years later The Mothers Recompense, adds another theme to it. It also focuses on an icon of family’s identity,
especially mother and daughter. Therefore, as seen in Lewis’s comments, this novel might be “the most plotted
of Edith Wharton’s novels.” While Wolff is critical to it as “Twilight Sleep is chaotically plotted,” she analyzes
it as “some of this anarchy is undoubtedly intended as a reflection of the disjointed quality of life in postwar
America.” In this novel Wharton proposes a problematic theme of the relationship between motherhood and
female’s identity that has been developed in the times of Taylorism and Fordism after the First World War in
America. Even now in 21% century, in which descendants of Pauline, Nona and Lita live, the concept of
motherhood related to female’s identity should be deliberated in the aspects of changing world. Wharton’s
Twilight Sleep is full of suggestions and insights into modern female’s identity. (accepted. Nov. 17, 2008)
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the mother-of-pearl complexion and screwed-up auburn eyes,
turning sideways like a bird’s on her long throat” (32)®DLita
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Nona laughed. “You’d be bored anywhere. I wish
another Tommy Ardwin would come along and tell you
what an old cliché being bored is.”

“An old cliché? Why shouldn’t it be? When life itself is
such a bore? You can’t redecorate life!”

“If you could, what would you begin by throwing into
the street? The baby?”

Lita’s eyes woke to fire. “Don’t be an idiot! You know I
adore my baby.”

“Well —then Jim?”

“You know I adore my Jim!” echoed the young wife,
mimicking her own emotion. (34)
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Notes

1) “The Old Maid” 1245 F 5 R} & IRDBARD 2 v 7551
fiEpTIE, fliEm [REESIROMEX T — “The Old Maid” i<
BT BEHEDOW < A2 | (TRBGE ILEIH R IHEAC 2]
¥ 315 7171 22 iz,

2)The Mother'’s Recompensell 3\ % L OREE & 7
vaT )T 4 EOMEERICO VT, filim TR R
DX 1T —The Mother’s RecompenselZHtinil % %]JFH
dMotherhood | (AP ILIFIIRFERIFEACEL] 55 32
T 89-96 &I N,

3) Wolff 363 % £,

4) Wharton! 1920 Z£/Xic “The Old Maid” (1924), The
Mother s Recompense(1925), Twilight Sleep(1927) & 21t
THREEDOBGRE 7 — < LIcfEiE R L 7, &
72, Ammons DX O X b &8, “for the first time
she[Wharton] became very interested in their[young
children’s] welfare and in the conduct of their mothers in
the 1920s. Probably this had something to do with her

own age and childlessness; surely it had a lot to do with

the war she had recently been through and the new world
she now saw around her. Both drove her to think about
motherhood” (Ammons 170).

5) Wershoven (Z{EfIC 81 % “intruder” & L C Pauline,
Nona, Lita Z25F, Z 12 1Ol il & HHE & B~
TW 5% (Wershoven 131-135), i L 72 & 9 1T new girl
THANona & Lita A E— ¥ v 2 a2 Siddt
BHLTWL3,
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