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Lessons on life taught by families who experienced the terminal pediatric cancer
and learning outcomes of nursing students

— From a categorical analysis of students' reflection sheets —
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to perform a categorical analysis of opinions and
impressions of second-year nursing students after lectures by families of children
who experienced the terminal pediatric cancer. The family's feelings during
their children's battle against cancer were analyzed to examine the usefulness
of the educational mode of lectures by families of affected children. The analysis
identified the following eight categories: “emotions experienced by the students,”

bE AN {54

“understanding families’ emotions,” “imagining feelings of the pediatric patients,”
“understanding physicians’ emotions,” “impressions from the drawings made
by the pediatric patients,” “education during sickness,” “integrating end-of-life
care into students themselves,” and “necessary nursing care.” Lectures directly
delivered by families of child patients with cancer allowed some students to get in
touch with the feelings of families, which could never be learned through lectures
by instructors; furthermore, these lectures enabled the students to attempt
to understand the emotions arising owing to the experiences shared by the
families and to think about nursing for patients with terminal pediatric cancer.
Therefore, our findings indicate the usefulness of educational lectures delivered

by families of children who experienced terminal stages of pediatric cancer.

Key words : pediatric cancer, terminal stage, family of child patient, nursing student,
categorical analysis
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