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Reminiscing on the history of shoka and douyo

Hisao NAGAOKA

Osaka Aoyama Gakuen

Summary Shoka is a song composed in Japan from the Meiji Period to the end of World War II for the music
education of children in elementary school. Douyo is a song for children composed by poets and musicians with

new movement in the Taisho Era (1912 to 1926). These songs are very familiar to Japanese people who have sung
them since their childhood. For this study, ten songs were selected and traced. Some songs were eliminated from
authorized music textbooks after World War [l because they were influenced by militarism. However, many of the

songs have been sung since the Meiji Period.

Tracing the history of a song shows its close relationship with world movement and culture even if it is only a

children’s song.

It also reveals the efforts of those writing the lyrics and composing the songs.

Keywords: Shoka and douyo, Learning about European and American music, Movement promoting of
children’s songs in the Taisho Era, Influence of World War Il , Democracy after World War II
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