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Scientific education from early childhood
— Prize the “why and/or how” questions those in early childhood would raise in daily life —

Fumihide ISHIBASHI, Noriko TAKAKI

Faculty of Health Science, Department of Child Science, Osaka Aoyama University

Summary Curious young children often ask why and how questions whenever they encounter find strange
phenomena in nature in their eyes. Teachers in a nursery school or kindergarten should take up those questions
seriously and try to give them as best answers as possible, for raising questions is very important for the young children

and also for scientific education to as an early start to science.

Those children, once given answers to their questions,

will find more wonders in their surroundings for and get interested in science. When answering their questions,
experiments for demonstration and explanations are very effective. Also, their questions may lead to unexpected
discoveries for the teachers. In this report, several instances of such question and answers are given.
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