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A treatise on Kiroku—Social tactics of a fool—

Choroku KATSURA

Department of Child Science, Faculty of Health Science, Osaka Aoyama University

Summary The character who often appears by the name of Kiroku in Osaka-style Rakugo is usually introduced as a
“fool”. However, he is not just a fool but has his own wisdom and a strong character. Like ordinary people, he possesses
desires, which always motivate his conducts. Examples of such desires are found in his statements “I want some more

LEINTS

spending money”, “I want to be loved by women”, or “I want to drink”. In this respect, he differs greatly from his
counterpart Yotaro in Tokyo-style Rakugo, who is described as an utter “idiot” and unselfish. In contrast, Kiroku with
his worldliness and greediness is loved by not only the residents of the Rakugo world but also by the general audience.
Why is he loved so much by people in spite of his toughness and greediness? Obviously, the sympathy of people who
think “He is just like us” is one factor. However, from the standpoint of social tactics, he surprisingly displays his
charming qualities in Osaka-style Rakugo. The present treatise is on how we learn “lovable social tactics” from Kiroku.
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